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Dear Inspector 

Welcome to the sixth LAA Inspector Newsletter.  This Newsletter is e-mailed 
directly to all LAA inspectors and subsequently posted on the LAA website in the 

Inspector Zone, found by hovering your cursor over ‘Aircraft & Technical’ on our 
home-page and then scrolling down to the bottom of the drop-down menu.  We 

welcome any feedback you wish to make. 

 

2015 Inspector Approval Renewal 

This is just a heads-up to remind inspectors that your inspector approval will 
expire at the end of this coming March.  Don’t do anything now, but do please 

respond to an e-mail early next month which will as usual invite renewal of your 
inspector approval.  The fee will again be £35.00 (and/or £50 for factory-built 
gyro inspectors) and the preferred method of payment will again be on-line via 

the LAA website shop. 

 

SPARS 16 

I know, I know, it’s been some time coming, but an amendment to SPARS is 

with the printers now, and will be posted along with your new inspector’s card 

next month.  Once received, please take the effort to carefully edit the 

amendment into your SPARS binder, and remember that any Permit renewal 

signed out thereafter must be in accordance with SPARS 16, or otherwise your 

application will be rejected by this office – and we don’t want that, do we. 

 

LAA Engineering Fees 

The LAA CEO Phil Hall has recently conducted a review of the engineering fees.  

Consequently, as will be advised in the March 2015 Light Aviation, and WEF 1st 

April 2015 a new fee structure will apply which not only adjusts existing fees, 

but tunes the corresponding aircraft weight categories too.  There is no need to 

remember the fees, but to avoid embarrassing delays you do need to advise 

owners to check the magazine or LAA website before sending off applications for 

Permit renewal etc. 
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Inspector Seminar Venues 

Later this year, and coming to an airfield near you, I intend to kick off with a 

round of ‘local’ seminar-based inspector training sessions.  No dates have yet 

been set but for the time being it would be very useful to hear of suggestions or 

offers of suitable accommodation for up to, say, a dozen inspectors, ideally in an 

airfield or other aviation-based facility, for a session of three to four hours.  

Please e-mail me with any ideas you may have. 

 

de Havilland Chipmunk Inspections 

Last week on three consecutive days we received three applications to process 

the Permit renewal of three Chipmunk aircraft.  On each occasion, the inspector 

IC omitted to include the special Supplement page and the Role Factor 

Certificate.  This resulted in three failed applications, three disappointed and 

grounded owners, and three inspectors who were shown not to have adhered to 

published procedures.  If you are overseeing the renewal of Permit to Fly for a 

Chipmunk aircraft then you must visit the Chipmunk TADS, and follow the 

instructions shown in the ‘permit renewal’ section. 

 

Want a Job? 

A large proportion of the Shuttleworth Collection aeroplanes are currently 

operated under the auspices of an LAA Permit to Fly, and for a long time 

Shuttleworth and the LAA have enjoyed a mutually supportive relationship, and 

frankly, the LAA is proud to be involved.  You may have noticed in the January 

2015 edition of Light Aviation magazine that an opportunity has arisen for a new 

member to be appointed to the Shuttleworth engineering team.  The advert says 

that the new recruit “will play an integral part in supporting the activities and 

duties of the Collection’s Engineering Department, and in particular; the 

maintenance and restoration of aircraft and associated components; assisting 

with continuing airworthiness management; executing excellence and high 

standards across all work”. 

So, if you or somebody you know might be tempted by this ‘situations vacant’ 

then don’t delay in making contact with the Collection.  This presents a rare 

opportunity and as of today, I understand that the position remains unfilled. 

 

Ken Craigie 

Chief Inspector  24/02/15 


